
Education Review of Programs and Services 

March 7, 2017 

The Garden River Education Unit is undertaking a program review to ensure that we are 

delivering quality and effective programs and services that respond to the current needs of our 

students and parents. This Educational Review is designed to examine all programs and services 

within Post-Secondary, Secondary, and Elementary including Special Education. 

The Education Unit is pleased to announce that we have secured the services of both Dr. 

Beverley Freedman, PhD and will be assisted by Dr. Anne Lloyd, PhD to conduct this 

comprehensive review of our programs and services. Both possess their Doctorates in 

Education from the University of Toronto and together they bring some 75 years of experience 

covering virtually every facet of education and learning.  Bev Freedman is one of the most well-

known and sought after experts in education in the world.  Bev has conducted a vast number of 

reviews of schools and school systems to help those organizations resolve difficult problems of 

student identity with education, student programs and achievement and improving 

coordination in the development and delivery of education programs and services.   

In order to explore these programs and services, we believe it is essential to learn from a 

variety of opinions, information and perspectives including our students, families, elders, 

leadership and interested community members so we can all support our students in reaching 

their full potential.  Therefore we are currently setting up as many key stakeholder engagement 

sessions so that we hear from a variety of perspectives.   

Please save these dates to be a part of improving the programs and services the Education Unit 

offered to our children, youth, parents, elders and community citizens. 

Thursday, March 2nd   9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Consultation with Education Staff including 

Aboriginal Support Workers, Special Education Van drivers and Tutors (COMPLETED) 

Tuesday March 21st 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the Community Centre – Consultation session 

regarding Post-Secondary Guidelines and Services                

Wednesday March 22nd 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. at the Community Center – Consultation session 

regarding Elementary, Secondary and Adults in Motion   

Wednesday, March 22nd 12:00 Special Meeting/Luncheon with our Elders at the Community 

Centre – Consultation session regarding Education program and services 

Thursday, March 23rd   6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the Community Centre – Consultation session 

regarding Post-secondary Guidelines and Services looking at some possible strategies and 

approaches to post-secondary education that came from the Tuesday night session. 



Our community engagement sessions will offer opportunities for you to respond to broad 

topics in smaller groups, as well as opportunities to see one another’s input and to add your 

comments. The topics we will be exploring in the evening sessions will result from the data 

analysis and focus group and interview feedback. Our aim is for conversations with a purpose. 

The evening sessions should last approximately 90 minutes. We want you to think about the 

following questions before the focus group sessions: 

• What are the services and programs that are meeting your needs? 

• What is working well? What are some examples that you would share with others? 

• Do you have any concerns or recommendations about current services provided?   

• What are services and programs you would like to see implemented in the future? 

• How can we improve learning opportunities and outcomes for GRFN learners? 

• How would you rate the existing delivery of services to our students, parents and 

community citizens? 

All participants can be assured that confidentially is critical and will be upheld throughout this 

process.  Anyone can request an individual interview or provide their own commentary on what 

they believe will enhance our service delivery model in education.  In the final report, there will 

be no reference to any one person, specifically. The information shared in the evening sessions 

will be used in the analysis of the other data sets.  All data will be used to write the final report 

due the end of April, which will include specific suggestions for improvement. 

The Consultants will also be provided specific data from both the Huron Catholic District School 

Boards, the Algoma District School Board, and will have an opportunity to meet with our 

Principals and Vice Principals of each of our home schools.  We will be coordinating times that 

they can meet directly with our high-school students as well as our grade 7 & 8 students from 

our home schools.  Past Educational Reviews, Strategic Planning Session Report, job 

descriptions and any other documents identified will be included in on the review.  

To ensure that everyone has the opportunity to share their views, the evening sessions at the 

Community Center will also be live streamed.  If you aren’t able to attend the community 

sessions but are able to join us through live stream, you are welcome to provide constructive 

feedback to our Consultants at:  bevfreedman@rogers.com and/or richfield@i-zoom.net  

Please contact Dianne Roach, Education Manager at 946-3933 ext. 203 or 

Dianne.roach@gardenriver.ca if you have any questions.    

~Miigwetch!   

 

 



        

 

 


